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Just as every family’s ancestry influences who they become books too have 
their own lineage – of a sort. A story read passes its legacy on to the next 

generation or individual reader. 

What’s your book about is always a question writers both hope to be asked, and dread. Answering is often not as simple 
as it seems. Word Clouds are what comes to mind. But when I saw this Book Family Tree mentioned online – Lightbulbs! 

So, what’s Red Clay, Running Waters about? Something from each work in the Tree, like most relations, stirred into the 
gene pool of the story’s DNA, along with the historical facts and my interpretation of John and Sarah’s lives.

Pictures can be better than words, and although I have written lots of descriptions and copy, sometimes it’s a better way 
to ‘tell’. I hope this helps you to understand where RCRW came from, and perhaps ovens up some great new reading 
possibilities.

Maternal Grandparents – Like all good Grandparents, these books are old and full of wisdom, and influence the  
foundations of our characters and our hearts.

Middlemarch by George Elliot – I have read Mary Ann Evans book more than once and still think on it. Inspiration came 
from the breathtaking 19th Century language, the portrayal of interpersonal dynamics on issues such as women’s status, 
idealism, self-interest, religion, hypocrisy, political reform, and education – the foundation stones of the themes in Red 
Clay, Running Waters.

Gone with the Wind by Margaret Mitchell – Because it’s epic, sweeping, romantic, tragic, and vividly portrays the end of 
a way of life in the guise of a romance, inciting deeper questions of morality and the interpretation of History.

Paternal Grandparents – Game of Kings by Dorothy Dunnett – The High Priestess of Historical Fiction, and Queen 
of Historical Accuracy. For the brilliant plotting, characterization, cinematic historical settings, and political intrigue. I 
anticipate reading the Lymond Chronicles (all 6 Books) for a third time in the future. This is a “Grandmother” whose feet 
you will want to sit at and learn.

Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck – For its pathos, humanity, and integrity. The story of a family in crisis not of their 
own making, who find themselves in the midst of exploitation and injustice, struggling to overcome powerful forces.

Parents –  These are what is called Comps in Publishing. When people say you look like one of your parents, that’s what 
your Comps are. Similar in appearance, but different.

March by Geraldine Brooks - An idealistic man trying to live a moral life in a world in crisis, forced to wrestle with his 
conscience and his own limits, questioning the strength of his convictions and his ties to the world he finds himself in. 

Cherokee Tragedy by Thruman Wilkins – This non-fiction book formed the core of the research for Red Clay, Running  
Waters. A most worthy Father in the family tree, Wilkins account of the Ridge family’s role in Cherokee History is the 
first sympathetic treatment the story of Removal from the Treaty Party’s side.

Siblings – Being an only child I wouldn’t know, but I would be proud to call these books Sisters.

Under a Wide and Starry Sky by Nancy Horan – For the historically accurate narrative crafted to bring the story to life. 
Two courageous and driven people whose steadfast love endures hardship, opposition, and tragedy. 

Prize for the Fire by Rilla Askew – For bringing to life a little-known woman who defied convention, choosing to brave 
anything and endure unbearable hardship to retain her convictions. A dark past is an inhabitable place in this work.

Cousins – Close kin you want to hang around with.

Left – Night Watchman by Louise Erdrich – A Native American man rallies his community to defend their Rights before 
Congress. A cast of distinct and memorable characters who reveal themselves as unique, embodying the culture, imbued 
with wisdom and wit.

My Dear Hamilton by Stephanie Dray and Laura Kamole – The story of Eliza Hamilton, wife of prominent politician  
Alexander Hamilton, who was branded a traitor.  For its historical accuracy, portrayal of major historic events in a  
relatable way, and the use of original sources in the narrative.

Right – Flight of the Sparrow by Amy Belding Brown – The ‘true’ story of Mary Rolleson, and the clash of cultures in 
the early days of Colonization. A fresh interpretation of historical events offering highly readable insight into what might 
have been.

Burial Rites by Hannah Kent – as sombre as the Icelandic landscape it takes place in, this tale of endurance and hope in 
the face of injustice brings another little-known historical figure into a new light.


