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Everyone who appears in Red Clay, Running Waters 
was a living person, with footsteps in the historical 

record at the turn of the 19th Century. To recount all 
these who are mentioned in the book would be over-
whelming, so I’ve provided summary information for 
those people who play a primary role in the narrative.

I hope this guide helps you navigate the journey  
of the Ridge’s lives and to better understand the  

imprint they left on American History. You will cross 
paths with names familiar and names unknown, all of 
whom have left their footprints on the road forged by 

this story and what America became.

 I’ve left a few lines for notes you might want to add.



Cherokee

The Ridge Family

The Ridge (Major Ridge/ Kanuntaclage) – The Ridge is 47 years old  
in the opening scenes. He is a Cherokee warrior and political leader. He 
fought with Andrew Jackson during the Indian Wars (1813-1815) where he 
received the rank of Major. Known for his eloquence, he has been chosen for 
delegations to Washington representing his people. 

Husband to Susanna Wickett (Sehoya), he is the father of Nancy, John,  
Walter, and Sally Ridge. Ridge is an advocate for advancing education 
among the Cherokee, and has embraced President Monroe’s Civilization 

programs, living a model Southern plantation lifestyle at his home called Ridges Ferry. He also 
owns several businesses.

Susanna Wickett Ridge (Sehoya) – Wife to The Ridge. Mother of Nancy, John, Walter and 
Sally Ridge, she has oversight and management of operations for the 280+ acre farm at Ridge’s 
Ferry. An early convert to the Christian faith, and close friend of Anna Gambol at Springplace, 
she is an influential person in her community. Although she is not a speaker of English, she is 
a strong supporter of education and civilization.

Nancy Ridge – (1801 – 1818) Oldest Daughter 

John Ridge (Skaleeloskee) - Born 1802. Oldest son, John is sixteen when 
he departs for the North after attending Springplace and Brainerd Missions. 
He is part of a small group of Cherokee students chosen for one of  
President Monroe’s Civilization programs, the Mission School in Cornwall, 
Ct. Trained for leadership since his youth, to return from the North an  
admired and educated leader is his aspiration, as well as that of his family. 

 
 

Walter Ridge – Born 1806. Younger son of Ridge and Susanna, he is 12 when John leaves for 
Cornwall.

Sallie Ridge (Sollee)- Born 1810. Youngest daughter. She is 12 when John 
returns from school. Since childhood she has attended Mission schools,  
often translating for her parents and her missionary teachers. 
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David Watie - Brother to The Ridge. Farmer and father to:

Elias Boudinot (Kilakeena Watie) – Born 1804, he is the oldest son and 
cousin to John. Elias is 14 when he travels from his homeland with the first 
group of Cherokee Scholars for the Mission School in Cornwall, Ct under 
the care of Jeremiah Evarts. He too has been educated at Springplace and 
Brainerd. Elias is mild mannered and well regarded, and aspires to become a 
Christian Missionary among his people. 

 

Stand Watie (Degataga) – Born 1806, younger son of David Watie, and 
cousin to John.

Nancy Watie  – Born 1808, Oldest daughter of David Watie. Cousin to John.

OTHER CHEROKEE STUDENTS ATTENDING THE FOREIGN  
MISSION SCHOOL (STUDENTS 

George Vann - Cousin to Joseph Vann. Attended Mission schools.

Darcheechee/David Steiner - Attended Mission schools.

Leonard Hicks - Son of Chief Charles Hicks and well known to John. Attended Mission 
schools.

Thomas Basel (Red Bird) Attended Mission schools. 

James Fields – Attended Mission schools.

David Brown – Attended Brainerd. Scholar, missionary and public speaker.
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ENSLAVED PEOPLE AT RIDGE’S FERRY 

Peter – Trusted member of Ridge household, he often translates for the Ridges. He is a  
blacksmith, overseeing the stables and store operations. He is in his late thirties when we first 
see him, having come into the household in his teens.

Delilah – Wife to Peter, she is Susanna’s right-hand at Ridges Ferry, overseeing food  
production and the work of the household’s enslaved people. She is in her early forties.

Stephen – Household member. Adolescent companion to Walter.

Phebe – younger sister of Stephen and companion to Sallie.

Jefferson – In his early twenties, Jefferson is in charge of the stables and carriages alongside 
Peter. He also drives the family and runs the ferry across the Oostaunula River.

Pleasant – Once enslaved by Moravian Missionaries at Springplace Mission, she was sold to 
Joe Vann’s father and served there until purchased by Susanna Ridge and brought to Ridge’s 
Ferry. She is in her late forties when she arrives. 

William – Grown son of Pleasant. Part of the Watie household. 

ENSLAVED PEOPLE AT RUNNING WATERS 

Maria – Enslaved at Ridge’s Ferry and Running Waters, she is Delilah’s assistant Cook. In her 
teens when she came to the Ridge househole, she is in her early-30’s when we meet her. She is   
married to Simon and Mother of Willis and Lydia Ann.

Simon – Enslaved at Ridges Ferry and Running Waters since his youth, he too is in his 30’s. 
Husband to Maria, and Father to Willis and Lydia Ann, he oversees livestock and field  
operations.

Lydian Ann – Daughter of Maria and Simon, she is 14. She works in the kitchen and provides 
household help supporting her mother.

Willis- Son of Maria and Simon, he is 10 when he burst on to the scene.	

Hanna - Enslaved in the Cherokee Nation since birth, she is 25 and was part of the Ridge’s 
Ferry household when John leaves for Cornwall. She later is brought to the Running Waters 
household. Wife to Henry and Mother to Henry Clay.

Henry - Enslaved at Running Waters, Henry is husband of Hanna, father of Henry Clay. He 
has oversight of Running Waters farm operations and is John’s trusted farm manager.

Henry Clay – Son of Henry and Hanna

Mary - She is 18 when she is brought to Running Waters to care for the children.
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*Dr. Peter Dempsey – In his early 40’s when he takes on the role of guardian and accompa-
nies the Cherokee scholars to Cornwall. He is a bachelor attorney from New York City and 
friend to Governor Clinton.

*Little is known about Dr. Dempsey; I have taken liberties with his representation. 

Henry Hart - 1st steward for the Foreign Mission School who greets the scholars when they 
arrive in Cornwall. He looks after the care and feeding of the students, he also instructs them 
in agriculture and mechanical arts.

Mr. Kellogg - in his late 40’s, Kellogg is the keeper of the store and post office in Cornwall, 
He also is the town Clerk. Of Scottish origins he came to America in his youth. 

Benjamin Gold – Born 1762, he is a former member of the Connecticut General Assembly, a 
long-time resident of Cornwall, and a Mission School trustee. Husband to Eleanor Gold, he is 
a leading member for the community and had a hand in the Mission Schools location. He is a 
deacon in the local Congregational Church.

Eleanor Gold - Wife of Benjamin Gold. Mother to eleven living children among them are:

Stephan Gold – born 1801. Son of Benjamin and Eleanor and older brother to Harriet

Harriet Gold – born 1805. The well-regarded youngest daughter of Benja-
min and Eleanor. 

 

Dr. Samuel Gold – Born 1794. Physician to the Cornwall school and nephew to Benjamin 
Gold. Owner of Cream Hill. 
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THE NORTHROPS

John Northrop – Born 1778. 2nd Steward at Foreign Mission School.  
Oversees the care and feeding of the students, instructs in ‘agriculture’ and 
mechanical arts. Husband to Lydia, he is Father to William, Sarah, Abel, 
Susan, Rollin and Eliza. Northrop is from a well-regarded family with ties to 
Yale, the church, the Revolution, and the early days of the Colonies.

Lydia Northrop – Born 1780. Oversees household, meal production, and 
nurses’ sick students. She too came from early settler stock closely  
associated with social causes. Wife to John Northrop,  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mother to: 
 
William Northrop – Born 1801. Oldest son of John and Lydia.

Sarah Bird Northrop Ridge – Born 1804. Oldest daughter of John and 
Lydia Northrop, she is fifteen when she comes to Cornwall with her family. 
She has had a liberal education and been exposed to social causes through 
her parents’ relations and her community.

 
 
 

Abel – Born 1809. Son of John and Lydia Northrop

Susan – Born 1813. Daughter of John and Lydia Northrop

Rollin -Born 1818.  Son of John and Lydia Northrop

Eliza – Born 1822. Daughter of John and Lydia Northrop 

Mabel Bird Northrop – Born 1757. Mother of John Northrop, and wife to Revolutionary War 
surgeon, she is Grandmother to the Northrop children, and she lives in New Haven.
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Charles Hicks – Born 1767. Hicks had received an education and was bilingual. Very well 
read, he was an early Christian convert among the Cherokee. He also fought in the Indian 
Wars alongside The Ridge and Jackson. He urged acculturation to adapt to the rapidly  
changing world encroaching on Native Americans. He was Co-Chief with Pathkiller 

William Hicks – Born 1769, he too was a wealthy farmer. His brother was Chief Charles 
Hicks. He served as interim Principal Chief and was a supporter of education and the Chris-
tian faith.

Pathkiller – Principal Chief since 1811, he is Co-Chief along with Charles Hicks until 1827. He 
was the last hereditary, traditionalist Chief.

John Ross (Guwisguwi/Mysterious Little White Bird) – Born in 1790, 
Ross received his education primarily from private tutors. In his late  
20’s when the story begins, he is a plantation and ferryboat owner on the 
Tennessee River where he built a trading business at Ross’s Landing  
(later Chattanooga, TN).  Protégée of The Ridge, he has been a delegate for 
the Cherokee to Washington and is a Member of the National Council  
despite not speaking Cherokee. His negotiation and writing skills were put 
to good use in support of his people, playing a pivotal role in their future.

George Lowrey (Tsitsalawili) – Born 1770. Cousin to Sequoyah and 
Member of National Council, he too was a Christian convert. He served as 
a delegate to Washington and was elected Assistant Principal Chief in 1828. 
He also fought in the Indian Wars. 

 

Judge John Martin – Born 1784, he was highly educated and served as Judge in Cherokee 
Tribal Court from 1822 -1828. He was also a delegate for the Cherokee. He held great land 
holdings through inheritance and marriage.

Whitepath – Fought in the Indian Wars under Jackson. Member of the Cherokee National 
Council he was a Traditionalist leader opposing the influences of Christianity and the Civiliza-
tion efforts.
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Richard Taylor – Born 1788. Taylor was among those who served in the  
Indian Wars and was a delegate for the Cherokee. A large land holder, he 
was educated and Christian.

 
 

Chief Jolly (Ahuludegi) - Principal Chief of the Old Settlers who  
immigrated West under the Treaty of 1819. One-time adopted father of Sam 
Houston and a larger plantation owner. 

 
 

Sequoyah – (George Guess) – Born 1770. Sequoyah was illiterate, having 
never attended school He too fought in the Indian Wars. A leader among 
the Old Settlers who immigrated West in 1819, he was the Creator of the 
Cherokee syllabary that made Cherokee the first Native Americans to have 
a written language of their own. He served as a delegate for the Old Settlers 
negotiations in Washington.

OTHER CHEROKEE  

Alex McCoy – Lawyer, farmer and resident of New Echota, he held various roles in the 
Council, including Clerk. He and his wife and eight children have a ferry and stables, He  
mentors John in both politic and law.

Sally McCoy - Wife Of Alex McCoy.

‘Rich’ Joe Vann – Born 1798.  Son of James Vann (who donated the land 
for Springplace Mission) Joe is Cousin to George Vann, one of the scholars 
traveling with John to Cornwall. He is the largest landholder in the Nation, 
possessing plantations of 2000 acres, a trading post, ferries, toll roads, a 
mansion and several hundred slaves. A Member of the Council.

9



David Vann – Born 1800. Cousin to Joe Vann. Member of National  
Committee. Friend and partner in negotiations with John. Well educated at 
the Mission Schools in the Nation, he was fluent in English. 

 
Elijah Hicks – born 1796. Brother to Chief Charles Hicks’ and son-in-law to John Ross.  
One-time President of the National Committee, delegate, and Clerk for the Nation.

Lewis Ross – Born 1796. Brother and business partner of John Ross. Served 
various roles in the Council including President of the National Committee 
and Clerk.

 
 
 

Andrew Ross – Born 1798. Brother of John and Lewis Ross.

William Shorey Coodey – Born 1806. Educated, he is nephew to John 
Ross. He served as Clerk, a Member of the Council and delegate to  
Washington. He owned large land holdings.

 
 

John Gunter, Jr - Long time friend of The Ridge. Owner of Gunter’s  
Landing.

John (Jack) Walker Jr – Born 1800. Educated and affluent, like many Cherokee, he had two 
wives. He was descended from Nancy Ward, Beloved Woman and Cherokee leader. He  
became a member of National Committee from his district in the eastern region of the  
Cherokee Nation and travelled to Washington for Treaty negotiations.

James Starr – Member of the Council from the same district as Jack Walker who also was 
involved in Treaty negotiations in Washington.
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John A. Bell – Son in law to Sequoyah and trusted allies of the Ridge’s he was also a Member 
of the Council.

MORAVIAN MISSIONARIES

Anna Gambold – Born 1762. Anna was a Missionary teacher at Springplace Mission. Wife of 
Brother Gambold. Botanist and friend to Susanna Ridge and Peggy Vann, James’ wife, she was 
a driving force behind the success of the nascent schools among the Cherokee.

Brother Gambold – Moravian Missionary overseeing Springplace Mission. Husband to 
Anna.

Gottleib Clauder - Missionary at Springplace Mission after the Gambold’s’ took over another 
station.

MISSIONARIES ASSOCIATED WITH THE AMERICAN BOARD OF  
COMMISSIONERS TO FOREIGN MISSIONS (ABCFM)

Jeremiah Evarts – Born 1781. Christian Missionary and Secretary to the 
American Board of Commissioner to Foreign Missions (ABCFM) in Boston, 
he was active in supporting and influencing the US Government’s Indian 
Policy. Yale graduate and editor of The Panoplist (a religious magazine), 
he was a leading voice in advocating for Monroe’s Civilization program 
through education and reigion. He was a staunch advocate for the rights of 
the Indians. 

Reverend Herman Dagget – Born 1766. Presbyterian minister, teacher and scholar, he was 
Principal and Trustee for the Foreign Mission School in Cornwall. 

Reverend Timothy Stone - Minister at the Church in Cornwall, he was also a Trustee for the 
school. 

Reverend Herman Vail – Born 1794. Teacher at the Mission School in 
Cornwall, he was son-in-law to Benjamin and Eleanor Gold. Married to their 
daughter Flora Gold. 
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Lyman Beecher – Born 1775. Well-known and highly influential Calvin-
ist Congregationalist minister from Litchfield Ct. He was a Mission School 
Trustee and advocate for the school. A Yale graduate, he was a temperance 
advocate and member of the African Colonization Society. Among his chil-
dren were Catherine Beecher and Harriet Beecher Stowe.

 
 
 

Reverend Daniel Butrick – Born 1789. ABCFM missionary stationed at Brainerd Mission. 
Studied and recorded Cherokee history, customs, and language, believing their ancestors were 
the Ten lost tribes of Israel. He was closely aligned with many members of the Cherokee  
Council.

Reverend Bascom - Minister from South Carolina, member of the ABCFM Board and  
guardian during John’s first speaking tour on the way home from Cornwall.

Sophia Sawyer – Born 1792. Single Missionary teacher from New  
England placed at various Missions throughout the Cherokee Nation. She 
was known for her independent mind and dedication to her students.

 
 

Samuel Worcester – Born 1798. Congregationalist minister sent by the 
ABCFM to establish the Mission at New Echota.  His did advanced work 
recording the Cherokee languages, served as Post Master, assisted in  
publishing the Cherokee newspaper, and helped translate hymns and the 
Bible into Cherokee.

 

Ann Worcester - Missionary and wife to Samuel Worcester

Children: Ann Eliza, Mary Eleanor, Sarah, Jerusha.

Dr. Elizur Butler – Born 1798. ABCFM Missionary stationed at Brainerd, Creek Path, and 
Haweis Missions.

Delight Sargent – Single Missionary from New England; teacher at Creek Path Mission.
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Cephus Washbourne – Born 1793. First American Missionary to the Cher-
okee in the West associated with the ABCFM. Founded Dwight Mission in 
Arkansas when the Old Settlers first moved West.

ADDITIONAL HISTORICAL FIGURES

Catherine Beecher – Born 1800. Daughter of Lyman Beecher. Female  
educator and Author. She was a highly influential and well-known public 
figure, especially in New England.

 

Catherine Maria Sedgewick – Born 1789. Novelist of highly popular  
domestic fiction (A New England Tale, Hope Leslie) and one of the most 
notable novelists of her time. She was cousin to Harriet Gold. 

 
 

Charles Bird King – Born 1785. American portrait painter commissioned 
by the War Department/Bureau of Indian Affairs to capture the likenesses 
of visiting Native American delegates. 
 
 
 
 

William Lavender - White man living among the Cherokee and business partner in the 
store at Ridge’s Ferry.
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Calvin Colton – Born 1789. Minister, writer, and Newspaper  
correspondent for the New York Observer. Yale graduate and prolific  
writer, he traveled extensively.

John Howard Payne – Born 1791. Playwright, actor, poet, and author. 
Writer of Home Sweet Home. He arrives in the Cherokee Nation interested 
in studying the Cherokee for future journal articles. He too subscribes to the 
theory of the Ten Lost Tribes of Israel.
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PRESIDENTS 

 
James Monroe - Born 1758. Last of the Founding Father President’s, he was 
the fifth to hold the office from 1817 to 1825, and the President the Cherokee 
negotiated with over land rights, treaties, and Government programs during 
the early part of the story. Monroe inherited and tried to carry on the Indian 
Policies of the Jefferson administration. He signed the Indian Civilization 
Act, supported the role of the Christian religion in encouraging assimilation 
with White society, and made the Treaty in 1819 that saw a large Cherokee 
migration Westward. He may be best known for the Missouri Compromise. 

John Quincy Adams – Born 1767. He was the son of John Adams, an 
inheritor of Enlightenment thinking, and known to be a great statesman. He 
was Secretary of State under Monroe, then the 6th President of the United 
States from 1824-1828.  A man of high intellect and principles, he held to 
Monroe’s policies and endeavored to uphold the Cherokee’s treaties and 
rights.  

 
 
Andrew Jackson – Born 1767. Lawyer, plantation owner, land speculator 
and General in the Indian Wars (1812 – 1815) alongside his Cherokee and 
Creek allies. Jackson was well-known among the Native Americans east of 
the Mississippi from his role as Commissioner for negotiating treaties after 
the Creek War (1813 – 1814) among other things. He became Senator from 
Tennessee and later was elected the seventh President of the United States. 
from 1828 – 1836 
 

Martin Van Buren – Born 1782. Also known as ‘The Little Magician’ for his 
work on Andrew Jackson’s Presidential campaign, he was a lawyer, a gover-
nor, a Senator, and Vice-President under Jackson. He was elected President 
in 1836 and became the 8th President from 1837-1841. Van Buren oversaw 
the fulfillment of Andrew Jackson’s Indian Policy.
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MEMBERS OF CONGRESS 

Henry Clay – Born 1777. Attorney from Kentucky, statesmen and  
diplomat, Clay served in the Senate and the House of Representatives, 
where he was Speaker. He founded the Republican and the Whig Party. He 
was John Quincy Adams Secretary of State and was known as the ‘Great 
Compromiser’ for his ability to find middle ground.

Wilson Lumpkin – Born 1783. Georgian planter, attorney and politician, 
he was a member of the House of Representatives from 1827-1831, where 
he served as a member of the Committee on Indian Affairs who put the 
Indian Removal Bill before Congress. Lumpkin was then Georgia Governor 
from 1831-1835. From 1837-1841 he was a Georgia Senator. During 1836, he 
served as Commissioner for the execution of the Treaty of New Echota.

George McIntosh Troup – Born 1780. Member of Congress. Governor 
of Georgia from 1823 to 1827. Senator from Georgia from 1829-1833 he too 
served as a member of the Committee on Indian Affairs that created the 
Indian Removal Bill. Troup was a planter, believer in Manifest Destiny and 
became known as ‘the Hercules of states rights’, he also supported  
education, canals and roads. 

 

John C Calhoun – Born 1782. Member of Congress Secretary of War 1817-
1825 under Monroe, then Vice President from 1825-1832, he was one of the 
few who served under both John Quincey Adams and Andrew Jackson. 
Known as the ‘cast-iron man’ for his defense of Southern practices,  he was 
a talented public speaker. Calhoun was responsible for creating the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs. He appointed Thomas McKenney as Superintendent, and 
promoted the relocation of Native Americans that would preserve their 
sovereignty.

John Forsyth – Born 1780. Georgia House Representative from 1823-1827. 
Governor of Georgia from 1827-1829. Senator from Georgia 1829-1834. Sec-
retary of State 1834 – 1841. Firm supporter of Andrew Jackson and his party.
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Theodore Frelinghuysen – Born 1787. New Jersey Attorney General from 
1817 – 1829. A Senator from New Jersey from 1829 to 1835, he led the  
opposition to Andrew Jackson’s Indian Removal Policy.

Edward Everett – Born 1794. Known as one of the great Antebellum  
orators, Everett was a Harvard educated politician, pastor, diplomat,  
teacher and Representative from Massachusetts. He also became Senator 
from Massachusetts and later Governor. He was a strong opponent of the 
Indian Removal Act

 

Davy Crockett – Born 1786, Crockett was a frontiersman and politician.  
He fought in the Indian Wars and served as the US Representative for  
Tennessee from 1827-1831 and 1833-1835. Known for fighting for the rights 
of the impoverished settlers, he was an opponent of Jackson’s Indian  
Removal Act. When Jackson’s handpicked successor, Martin Van Buren, 
became President, Crockett left the United States . . . and went to Texas.

 

Daniel Webster – Born 1782. Lawyer, Webster was one of the most  
prominent attorneys of his time, serving as Counsel in 223 cases, winning 
almost half. He represented New Hampshire in the House from 1813 – 1817, 
and Massachusetts from 1823 - 1827. He won election as a Senator from 
Massachusetts in 1827, serving there until 1841. He was a staunch opponent 
of the premise of states’ rights and Jackson’s Indian Removal Act. 
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SECRETARIES OF WAR,  

James Barbour – Born 1775. A lawyer, planter, and politician, Barbour was 
Governor of Virginia from 1812 – 1814, then US Senator for Virginia from 
1815-1825. He became Secretary of War under John Quincy Adams between 
1825 - 1828 and held responsibility for Indian Affairs. Thomas McKeeney, 
Superintendent, reported to Barbour. Barbour oversaw negotiations with the 
Creeks in 1825.

 

John Eaton – Born 1790. He was the youngest US Senator in history. From 
Tennessee, he too was a former battle comrade of Andrew Jackson in the 
Indian Wars. Eaton later served as Jackson’s Secretary of War during the 
Indian Removal debates, but was forced to resign because of what became 
known as the Petticoat Affair, 

 

Lewis Cass – Born 1782. Military officer and statesmen from Michigan, 
once territorial governor there. Experienced negotiator of Indian Treaties, 
Cass was Secretary of War in Jackson’s second term until 1836, and central 
to implementing Jackson’s Indian Policy.

 

John C Calhoun – See Members of Congress

SUPERINTENDENTS, AGENTS, AND COMMISSIONERS 

Thomas McKenney – Born 1785. He was the first Superintendent of Indian 
Affairs (under the War Department) from 1824-1830. Advocate of assimila-
tion of the Indian, he diligently promoted removal of Tribes east of the  
Mississippi. He helped gain passage of the Indian Civilization Act only to 
help draft and gain passage of the Indian Removal Act eleven years  
later. His largest contribution to Native American society were his efforts 
in collecting Indian artifacts, and having the portraits of Native delegates to 
Washington painted for posterity.
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General Edmund P. Gaines – Born 1777. Career Army officer, and a  
veteran of the War of 1812, he was Commissioner to the Creeks appointed 
by President John Quincey Adams. 

 

John Crowell – Born 1780. First member of the House of Representative from Alabama. US 
Government Agent to the Creeks appointed by Madison after the War of 1812, he oversaw 
relations between the Creek Tribe and the Government until 1836. He once hosted the Marquis 
de Lafayette (1824) and Francis Scott Key at Fort Mitchell, the Creek Agency in Alabama.

William Wirt – Born 1772. Longest serving Attorney General in US history 
appointed by Monroe, he also served under John Quincy Adams. He was 
chosen by Thomas Jefferson to prosecute Aaron Burr for treason and gave 
a eulogy for Jefferson and Adams when they died in 1826. Wirt represented 
the Cherokee in the cases they brought before the Supreme Court.

 

Hugh Montgomery - US Agent to the Cherokee from 1825 until 1839 and primary US  
Government interface for the Tribe. He would have been present at every official Council. The 
Trail of Tear began at the Cherokee Agency in what is now Chattanooga, TN.

George Rockingham Gilmer – Born 1769. Fought in the War of 1812. He 
was a lawyer, author, and member of Congress throughout the 1820s. 
 Indian affairs were a top priority for him while he was Governor of Georgia 
between 1829-1831.

 
 

Benjamin Currey – US Government Agent for Enrollment for Emigration to the Cherokee in 
1835

Chief Justice John Marshall – Born 1755. Founding Father, statesmen 
and lawyer, he served as Chief Justice of the US Supreme Court from 1801 
to 1835. He played a key role in the understanding of Constitutional Law. 
His rulings had a significant impact on the Cherokee, and in particular, the 
Ridge Family.
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Justice John McLean – Born 1785. Congressmen and jurist, he was an  
opponent of slavery, one of two Justices to dissent on the Dred Scott case. 
Part of John Marshall’s Supreme Court and supporter of the Cherokee 
Rights.

 
 
 

Elisha Chester - Lawyer representing Cherokee (with Wirt). Emissary for Treaty terms pro-
posed by Justice McLean.

Colonel Bishop - In charge of Georgia Guard Headquarters in New Echota after Georgia law 
was imposed.

Reverend John F. Schermerhorn – Born 1786. Former Congregationalist 
minister and Commissioner appointed by Andrew Jackson to obtain final 
treaty terms with the Cherokee.

 
 

General Wool - Born 1784. Wool fought in the War of 1812 and was known 
as a superb organizer. He was sent to the Cherokee Nation to enforce the 
Treaty of New Echota and to oversee the removal of the Cherokee from 
Georgia

 

General Winfield Scott – Born 1786. Military commander, he fought in 
the War of 1812. Replaces General Wool in overseeing compliance with the 
Treaty of New Echota terms.
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Chief William McIntosh – (White Warrior) Born 1775. Skilled orator  
and politician, McIntosh was a Lower Town Creek Chief, planter, and  
businessman. He fought with Andrew Jackson in the Indian Wars. He was 
a proponent of education and helped centralize the Creek National Council. 
He was a longtime friend to many Cherokee leaders and cousin to Georgia 
Governor Troup and Father to Chilly McIntosh.  
 

Opotho Yoholo - Born 1778. Muscogee Creek Chief of the Upper Towns. 
He was a former Red Stick traditionalist, he became a wealthy trader and 
plantation owner, as well as a Christian convert. Friend of The Ridge,  
Yoholo led a Creek delegation to Washington that included John Ridge and 
David Vann.

 
 

Menawa – Born 1765. Chief and military leader for the Upper Town Creeks, 
he was former Red Stick, surviving the Battle of Horseshoe Bend. Appointed 
to the 1825 delegation to Washington under Opotho Yoholo, Menawa led 
the group assigned to hold McIntosh accountable for his unlawful actions.

 
 

 
Oche-Finceco – Translator for the 1825 Creek Delegation to Washington

 

Little Prince (Tustunnuggee Hopot) - former Red Stick. Leader of a Lower Town faction 
opposing Yoholo.

CREEKS
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Selocta Chinnabby – Born 1765 Muscogee Creek Chief, and Upper Town 
Creek representative, he fought in the Battle of Horseshoe Bend. He was 
part of the 1825 delegation to Washington under Opotho Yoholo, and  
received a medal from John Quincy Adams

 

Chilly McIntosh – Born 1800, Son of Chief William McIntosh. Leader in 
the second McIntosh faction, he remained an influential leader in the West.
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